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AMERICANS DESERVE BIPARTISAN
TAX REFORM

(Mr. CARBAJAL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, the
tax bill put forth today by congres-
sional Republicans is a gift to the
wealthiest 1 percent and multinational
corporations at the expense of our stu-
dents, homeowners, and seniors.

It eliminates critical deductions that
help central coast families, including
deductions for State and local taxes,
mortgage interest, student loans, and
medical expenses.

With wildfire season in California
growing longer each year, this bill cal-
lously eliminates tax relief for per-
sonal casualty losses resulting from
wildfires as well as earthquakes. In
fact, this bill would raise taxes on 36
million working and middle class tax-
payers by an average of $1,130 a year.

With a national debt that has now
surpassed $20 trillion, the American
people cannot afford this tax bill that
adds $1.5 trillion to the deficit and
leaves our children stuck with the bill.
Americans deserve bipartisan tax re-
form that simplifies our Tax Code and
puts the middle class first.

TAX RELIEF FOR AMERICAN
FAMILIES

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, hard-
working families in Michigan have
been squeezed for far too long under
our broken Tax Code. Wages aren’t
going up, yet the cost of living keeps
getting more expensive.

We developed the Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act with those low- and middle-income
families in mind. They need a break.

For folks in Michigan, in Monroe,
Jackson, Charlotte, and all across my
district, this tax cut plan means bigger
paychecks and more money in their
pocket. At every income level, people
will see meaningful tax relief.

Our plan doubles the standard deduc-
tion and increases the child tax credit
to help with the costs of raising a fam-
ily. It also eases the tax burden on
small businesses so they can give their
workers a raise and create more jobs in
the community. It brings back jobs
from overseas and incentivizes job cre-
ators to expand and hire here at home.

Mr. Speaker, this is a progrowth and
proworker plan. Let’s pass it today and
help the families we represent get the
relief they need.

————

AMERICANS DESERVE A BETTER
DEAL

(Mr. BROWN of Maryland asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, the American people do not support
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the GOP tax plan being considered
today.

After promising a simple and fair tax
system, Republicans offer a com-
plicated mess. Their tax plan picks
winners: the rich, and big corporations,
getting nearly $1 trillion in tax cuts.
They create losers, like teachers, sen-
iors, students, people with disabilities,
and working families who will pay
more.

This GOP tax scam also targets our
Nation’s veterans. More than 300,000
veterans have benefited from the work
opportunity tax credit, most of whom
served after 9/11. Yet this bill elimi-
nates the tax credit and abandons our
servicemembers when they return
home and transition to civilian life.

Today, one of every three veterans is
underemployed, and 1.8 million vet-
erans are stuck in low-wage jobs. Every
single veteran should be able to get a
family-supporting job at home after
serving our Nation. This tax bill asks
our veterans and their families to
again sacrifice, this time so billion-
aires and big corporations get a huge
tax cut.

Mr. Speaker, veterans deserve a bet-
ter deal and so do American working
families.

——————

NATIONAL ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I have
supported and continue to support in-
creased Federal funding for the prom-
ising research going on at the National
Institutes of Health in order to encour-
age more progress addressing the Alz-
heimer’s situation.

November is National Alzheimer’s
Disease Awareness Month. There are
an estimated 5.5 million Americans liv-
ing with this debilitating disease, and
we know it often goes unreported or
undiagnosed.

This issue is near and dear to my
heart because it has touched my own
family, and I have seen firsthand the
challenges of supporting a loved one
battling the disease. I have been frus-
trated by the lack of progress.

Again, Mr. Speaker, together, we will
improve the quality of life for those
who are suffering and work toward
finding a cure. We must have funding
for the NIH to get this done.

————————

NATIONAL PARKS ARE FOR
EVERYONE

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to op-
pose the administration’s proposed na-
tional parks entrance fee hike from $25
to $70 per vehicle, which will prohibit
many American families from enjoying
these beautiful sites.

Joshua Tree National Park in my
district welcomes as many as 2.5 mil-
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lion visitors each year, contributing
$128 million to our local economy. It is
a haven for so many: local veterans
find solace and healing in the quiet of
nature; children experience the beauty
of their first hike; visitors come to love
the grandeur and the mystique of our
desert when they come to stay in Josh-
ua Tree; families bond over the lasting
memories they make in the park.

Everyone, not just the rich, should
have access to these incredible places.
Working families are deserving of ac-
cess to our national parks. Nearly tri-
pling the price of entry means that
many families will be priced out of vis-
iting these parks, including many peo-
ple in my district who live right next
to Joshua Tree National Park.

Our national parks are not just only
for the economically privileged. They
are for we, the people, to enjoy.

———

RECOGNIZING THE BUCKS COUNTY
OPPORTUNITY COUNCIL, COMMU-
NITY ACTION AGENCY

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the Bucks
County Opportunity Council, Commu-
nity Action Agency, which serves low-
income families throughout Bucks
County, Pennsylvania, and its eco-
nomic self-sufficiency program, which
recently graduated its 300th family
from poverty.

This individualized program works
with families to end the cycle of pov-
erty by building a plan of action and
working with a coach to attain new
training and education. To graduate,
participants in the program must be
free from welfare subsidies, have se-
cured employment, live in safe and af-
fordable housing, have access to safe
and reliable transportation, maintain a
balanced budget, and have a healthcare
plan for their entire family.

Mr. Speaker, this program is work-
ing. Aside from the total number of
graduates, last year’s class of families
have more than tripled their salaries.
Moreover, in our community, every
dollar invested nets nearly $5 saved in
cash welfare subsidies.

I am proud to stand with the Bucks
County Opportunity Council in their
mission to reduce poverty and partner
with our community to promote eco-
nomic self-sufficiency. Our community
is a better place because of their work.

————

REPUBLICAN TAX SCAM

(Ms. VELAZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, as we
stand here today, my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle will tell you that
this tax scam bill will help ordinary
people. As we New Yorkers say: ‘“‘If you
buy that one, I've got a bridge in
Brooklyn to sell you.”
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